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sexual liberation to our heathen shores. Neil MeKenna meets its converts

Sister Solicitation’s
oospel of Universal Jo

/2> SISTERS of Perpetual Indul-
S: gence”, read the notice in Gay
V. Times. “Order of gay male nuns
_ meets last Sunday monthly. Con-
3 tact Sister Solicitation, mistress of
hessinlants
Postulants and Novices . .

Sister Solicitation does not ex-
st “It's a title role shared be-
tween us,” explains Mother Fe-
cundity of the Mass Uprising
brghtly, “Sister Solicitation s

~, whichever sister opens the post.”
E Mother Fecundity is shepherding

asmall flock of the sisters into the
grandiloquently misnamed “East
Wing" of the London Lesbian and
Gay Centre, which isin lact a sin-
ele Portakabin with a view across
the tracks of the Mctropolitan and
Circle lines.

“We are the fastest-growing or-
der of nuns in the country, world-
wide, in fact,” says Mother Bella-
donna, a slender young nun clad
only in a rumpled scapular and a
pair of denim shorts surmounted
by the full regalia of gimp, wimple,
bandeau and the black veil of a
mother of the order.

Founded in San Francisco i
ihe fate Seventies by the legendary
Sister Boom Boom — now sup-
planted by Sister Vicious Power
Hungry Buch — the order has
spread  apidly  to Australia,
France, and fatterly to these hea-
then shores where 28 sisters have
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Devoted to Perpetual Indulgence: Sister Moses of the Parting Cheeks (right) in Trafalgar Square and Mother
Ethyl Dreads-a-Flashback (above), responsible for establishing the order in Britain Photographs: Dennis Doran

taken the veil in the past year.

We have the vision of Mother Abyss,
Mother Inferior of the Svdney order 1o
thank  for this  blessing.  Eighteen
months ago Mother Abyss entrusted
Mather Ethyl Dreads-a-Flashhack with
the task of establishing the sisters
Biitain. Mother Ethylis an ageless. -
ple nun, immaculate e crisply Laun-
dered linen and tailored, won-grey tu-
nic and scapular. Soft of specech, he
exudes an air of authority. of gravitas,
and is prone to contemplative silences
and Gioconda smiles

Mother Ethyl and the sisters are "not
i religion”, nor are they Christians, al-
though they exhibit a high level of toler-
ance 1o religious convictions. The sis-
ters preach a simple but radical gospel
of sexual liberation, the most visible ¢l-
ement of which is the widespread pro-
motion of safe sex. Their professed mis-
son is two-fold: the  Expiation ol

Stigmatic Guilt and the Promulgation
of Universal Joy, two sides of the same
carnal coin,

“Stigmatic Guilt is the guilt that peo-
ple - especially gay people ae
taught o feel about their sexuality by
the Chureh and the state,” sivs Mather
Fecundity. "We're a very sex- and sex-
wality-positive: group of nuns. We're
looking (o change people’s feclings
about themselves and about sex.”

“The Promulgation of Universal Joy
i about revolution.” savs Mother Ethyl
IS about saying o people vore must
decide what is good for you, that there
nosuch a thing as keeping evervbody
happy all the time and, verv simply,
that's what we're aiming at.”

Both the expiation and promulgation
are realised through the Rite of Public
Mimifestation and no Aids demonstra-
tion or tadical gay protest is nowadays

complete without the sisters. In Scp
tember, they canonised Derek Jarman,
the gay film-maker, transforming him
into St Derek of Dungeness of the oi
der of Celluloid Knights

For o novice 1o become o nun he
must manifest” (appear in tull habitin

‘We're the fastest
growing order of nos
i the country,
worldaeide, in faet’

public) three times with the sisters
Manifestations are a usetul was. toa, ol
recruiting new nuns - Many aspirants
spontaneously realise their vocation ai
the arresting sight of halt-a-dozen sis
ters in full manifestation mode

Tewas at the OutRage Mass Queer
Wedding held in Tratadgar Square i
June that the seales tell from the eves ol
Pivear-old Sister Dominatrice Des
Homines, the voungest nun i the onder
and it selfsivied  Lashion o™ hy
civbody his 1o taike then Lslion
structions from mon™ he savs lirmly

Some of the older sisters parse thew
lips at Sister Donumatoce's nsoucs
ance. U must adimie that there e g
number of nuos whoare it ol achand
ful.” sighs Maother Bt FPhe has cer
tandv been ol P constant cor
tespondence with the
back in Svdoey Mothoy
aeudimg hight

Fhe gquestion of Mather Abass
the exact nature of the power he wickds
trom dossn undar s veved Torall then
teankness, the sisters are steangceh Jdis

mothor house

Abuss lias been

inchmed o discuss the uelv vomonr that

swept thiough London in the spring of
schisanin the order. There was talk then
of the establishment of 4 new Tondon
houase, free from Mother Ethyl and. by
extension and implication, from “the
eudimge heht™ of Mother Abaas
Anawhward silence descends. Ciga
rettes are hurnedly it (nearly all e
Chamesmokersys gimps are peeled and
cinctares tightened. Al eves tuimn o
Maother EFthyl wha is convemently rapt
wmeoapparent cestatic contemplanon
Schism' - What  schism™ cxchums
Mother Fecundiy. - "We would pre
fer 7 he savss cnuncrating cach word
with preat dehberation, we would
prefertotenmata healthy debate within
the order and that s ol plinely mam
testimy s desire 1o bugy the subyect
Fhe sisters are not universally appre
aated The Conterence of Major Reh
wous Supenons, o bads representing o

wide range of religious orders in Brit-
ain. has deseribed the Sisters of Perpet-
ual Indulgence as “most peculiat™ and
“abjectionable™ T don’t suppose they
mean o offend.” said a spokeswoman,
“hut it doesn’t stop what theyre doing
being offensive

‘People are interested;
they want to know why
we're handing out dental
dams and condoms’

The sisters are robust in their rebut-
tal. " Tdon’thold with the view that peo-
ple see us as shacking or blasphemous,”
Maother Fecundity sayvs, “and that's not
actilly our experience. About 9 per
cent ot people who come up and talk to

us in the streets are very interested in
what we're doing. They want to know
why we're handing out dental dams
[protection for oral sex] and condoms
When we explain who we are and whit
we're doing, everyone seems very inter
ested and appreciative.

Despite Britain's well-carned reputa-
tion for homophobia, the sisters attract
surprisingly little hostility. “Just two
weeks ago,” says Mother Belladon
“av Fecundity and 1 were walking
thiough King's Cross underground sta-
tion, out of the blue we were serenaded
over the Tannoy by a very masculine
rendition of the song “Sisters’

The chanteur turned out to be one of
the station controllers. “We were -
vited into the control room for a chat.”
says Mother Belladonna “We had a
whale of a time. and we got to fiddle
with their instruments.”




