SV Media Pariner New Mardi Gras

THE BOBAY GOLOEMTH FXUNTATION RAIGES &
TECTIRT SRHLNT AT TS ANMUAL RAXE-OF

JURRTH LLICY TALKS AREET FAILING MIGERRBLY IN
COMKTERCIAL TRALTHI I T FAREDH

ekl
fl 1

UBSERVER

WLING, HOT BO0YE HOT GIRCS AND LOTS OF CAKES N
Thilly WEEES SCENE SMAPS

ASugtratia’s lnading gay & lesbian newspeper, since 1979

Equality call

A NATIONAL INVESTIGATION INTO DISCRIMINATION AGAINST SAME-SEX COUPLES ATTRACTS A LARGE AMOUNT OF INTEREST.
MYLES WEARRING REPORTS.

ore than 280 submis-
LR TELY e been
recelved by the nguiny

inta financial discrimination
waperieneed by satie-sex do-
ples |.||a'iI:t||__I congducied by the
Human Righis- and Egual
Chpportuniny Comimission.

Among  the  high-profile
arganiEations o make ecom-
miendations are the Austrilian
Couneil of Trade Unkons, The
Iuchieial Canferenicn ol
Ausirolia and The Associnnion
al Superannuation Funds ol
Avsstrnlin,

Hirmian rights commissiomnes
Geaeme Innies said he was very
pleased with the number and
Tt of subinlssions and wis
quiletly confident the federal
gowvernment would act on
HREOCS mcommieiditions.:

“In recent weisks the puoern
ment hos made v very clear bt
wints o address issues of dis-
crimination affecting people
living In same-sex relation-
ships. We want to faciiliute i
process,” Innes tald: Spdmy
Star Obseraay,

Only a handlul of submis
shans were angl-gay Innes sakd.

Ihe Judicial Conference of
Australin (JCA), representing
Australias judges, said tn s
sulimbsalon |§ wanted 10 see
federal Judges o same-sex

miagtionships - afforded  the
same  pension  entitlements
and  redrement beneline as

Judges in hetérnsexnal rela-
tonships.
At present only heterosexuil

partners of decessed federl
judges receive o federal juadicial
pinsior, Mot staies, dnclading
RMEW, do mecipniss the pensbon
rights of gay judges,

“The JCA' considers tha
Austradian judicial officers: like
other working - Australians,
should be shle to share the
fruits of pheir lnbours with thedr
partiers of gither sex,” the suh-
milzabian sakd.

Ths Assncintion af
superannuation  Funds  of
Australin [ASFA} highlighted
apeas wiiere sime-ses |,>|1|.|||]|.-n.
wore treated unfaidy in super-
anmiation |

ASFA recomminded letting
siltne-sex couples split their
superanTiation eomritamngs:
meking them eligihle o recelve
o spouse liax fobate i con-
Irih|,|I|11H 0 W |!:|r1,|u,'r'-;. super;
and  permitting commaon-
weitlth employess to nominate
their partner for superannsd-
tion death benefits - all things
heterosexual couples could do.

Monash Unlversitys Castan
Cente for Humid Rights Law
sttt tedd o 24 -page documient
highlightlng other areas of dis-
crimination for  common-
winlth employees. such as the
fact they are ot entltled to
Wi |nb|'.|'\ (REIR R LT RN L] if I:I||,-|J
siimie-gex parmer dies Inoa
wiorkplnoe-pocident

The submission by the
austrnllan  Councll of Trade
Unions {ACTL) sald under cur-
rent workplace |egislation,
tarerd leave could ‘only be

accessedd by same-sex couples
residing together and shotild
bie extenided to include couples
who did not lwe l:mrllwr or
bl broken ap

The AITU also suggested
porental leave shoull tholude
Rame-sen couples,

The majority of stthmilsshons
were: from  individicals who
shared real life storkes, many of
which related 10 Medicare and
SUPETANURINGN,

nh(" Worman Wrole 10 S0
plain that same-sex couples
wiernen't  recognised  under
Medlcare, merning that het-
eposexual conples wene given
higher rebates, A man who had
bieen In o same-sex relation
ship for 3 years and had three
children: was angry he had o
[y Eridare feir Medlicire wnd garl-
vt [iealth cover than families
with heterosexual parents,

A numbes of public servamns
complained they were unahble
to: mokninate - their parmer as
the beneficlary on superannu-
ation forme,

A poy man in a 10-year rol-
Ilunﬁhl:l:l wilio wils caring far Tiis
tovalid partner said he did ot
receive the same entitfements
heserosetual couples would,

The nekt step in HREOCH
Imgoiry will be to hold nathonal
consuliations |:|-|:Hlll|LI|||.g g
fuly, & finol' report should be
residy for federal attorney-gen-
eral ]’|1I|I-|| Huikdoek early ekt
vear, Innes sidd.
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Priscilla frocks up

An icon of gay clnema rolled up to Star Giry casing on Tuesday for the cast announce-
ment for ew musical Priseilla, Queer OF The Desert A replics of Priscilly the bos from
the 1884 screen chissie, delivensd the show's thees maln stams Danlel Scont, Tony
Shdldon and Jerermy Stanford (pictured frong: Pellow cast members sod ronl-ife
Sydney showgitls Damien Ross and Trevor Ashley {pictured bick beftand right] frocked
up for the oecasion, as did dmg debiitant Mok Hardeastle {pictured back tentre),

Full story page 7.
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bt bake-oll midnight shift club

gaydinnerdates
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HAVE A SNEAK PEAK
OF OUR MEMBERS!
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/ FREE PROFILE SEARCH
/ FREE DINNER INVITE
FREE DATING TIPS
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dragstar maxi shield

Livws the cake! Just love the cake, ok,
cake anel e cake. T om Talking about lnst
Sunday's anpual BOF Hake-0HF at tiwe
Midright Shitt. Lile every ather year, the
dawrstairs of the Midmight Shify was
patked i the raftem, with puntar either
erpaying ons of the many shows that wend
mn oyer the whole day or just haviog &
hevivim e twa amd eywing off one of tho

N Faluilpus cakes,

The slways-fabulous Mitzi Macmtosh
wha has:become &-sort of requlsr oo the
Bake-0Ff stage, hoited the day, With her
suctinrsas volcs anil tachnigue prectisd (o
within an nch of its [ife, the mised the
eyl B frmu\l anil alio the |r.-inr:1 inko
the thoosands.

Her partinr bn crime was the pink-headed
Cleapatra Coupe, whi started the day off at
a dull roar and by the end, aftar oumemnis
complimentary homemade vodka ghots,
coallel e heand daw the rail. Whe wold
I thereght thiat Cloo could: actually get
amy lowsder than she already B2

The vy the Bake O wordn is arwang
can enker a cake; famy, tart, ple noncedible
cake or biscuit, These are judged n thair
ehsen categaried by the celehrity judges,
led oy the culimary legend herself, (laie e
Ligree. Lisuaaliy the Eap lsoriiii of Besl Caks
g ot 1o someone who eally kiows how
to mix hee buttes and sugar, Biss 3-0
laking pat this priee over many yesr, 10
Is jiist in'ft to help ratse money at the auec-
tan, though we gl have to admit haor cre-
tions ave to be seen to be befieved, Thaly
amaging!

Once all the entrants have been julgad,
they are put under the auctinmenr’s hammer
{Mitai's huge mbber mallet).

This 16 where the caziness sarfs. [tem
stast st reaionalis prited that the sversgs
e Blaws could affonl, At 350, 164 here
and e they'ne st quite weep bt for o
charity not too bad - you cam spend that on
B on Just peie Aight aut. But e the big-
gerand mome fabulous cakes Gt to be
mwlled ext, i come tha high roller. Cakes
guing far thoutands ol dotlar soon fake The
crowd scrmam with defightt coby swier Tim
Berry shelling out big bucks for o pomgeais
creatind drippimgin Midright Shift loges: 2

| (hans! handbag gatng aut Tor $1,500 {yes

thiy had 4 Chane| handbag); and even
Stonewalls Cardy Baxx buying a huge fips
stick cake being ridden by & pink showgil
for over §1,000 (all edible, mind yoo ...
well, alay, [ licked the and of it when it we
i the fridge on Monday night, Oapsl)

s you o gueis the day was a buge
siress, with mamy sticing dp his or her
WY g nLive fweely far an?IHIF to
shiru, Nothing tastes better than & ke
thal: b Jutt cost ower 43,060, does 167
Givit me that any day. Just one mars lEp on
the treadinill, though.
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